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APPENDIX 3a



Author Guidelines

NOTE: DEAR CORRESPONDING AUTHOR, IT IS MANDATORY TO USE THE MOST RECENT VERSION TO ANSWER THE REVIEWERS' COMMENTS. 

(UPDATED ON January 01, 2026)
TITLE
The title should be concise, and explanatory and represent the content of the work. The title must have only the first letter of the sentence and proper names in uppercase. Acronyms, abbreviations, geographical location of the research, en or em dashes (which must be replaced by a colon) are not allowed. Titles do not have periods.

ARTICLE INFO 
Keywords (3 to 5): use lowercase letters except for proper names.
1. one
2. two
3. three
4. four (optional)
5. five (optional)

Highlights (3 to 5): each bullet point is limited to a maximum of 85 characters, including Spaces
1. one
2. two
3. three
4. four (optional)
5. five (optional)

ABSTRACT: The abstract is the summary of the article. As such, academic literature uses the abstract to succinctly communicate complex research. The abstract must be written as a running text not as structured topics, but its content should present background, objectives, methods, results, and conclusion. It cannot contain citations. The text should be written in a single paragraph with a maximum of 170 words. Font Times New Roman, size 10. Please, delete this text and insert your abstract.

IDENTIFICATION OF AUTHORS (THE JOURNAL ACCEPTS "Open and Visible ORCID ID" ONLY). 
a. The authors’ full names (they must be written completely separated by a comma). A plus sign (+) indicates the corresponding author. E-mail addresses, contact phone numbers, affiliations (neither more nor less than two instances), and open ORCID ID links of all authors should be informed.

Example: Authors' names.

João M. José	Incorrect
J. M. José	Incorrect
João Maria José	Correct!

1. Author Full Name1+ 
Affiliation: 1. University, Faculty or Institute, City, Country. 2. Company, Division or Sector or Laboratory, City, Country
e-mail: address@mail.com, ORCID: https://orcid.org/xxxx-xxxx-xxxx-xxxx, Phone: xx xxxx xxxx

2. Author Full Name 
Affiliation: 1. University, Faculty or Institute, City, Country. 2. Company, Division or Sector or Laboratory, City, Country
e-mail: address@mail.com, ORCID: https://orcid.org/xxxx-xxxx-xxxx-xxxx, Phone: xx xxxx xxxx

3. Author Full Name
Affiliation: 1. University, Faculty or Institute, City, Country. 2. Company, Division or Sector or Laboratory, City, Country
e-mail: address@mail.com, ORCID: https://orcid.org/xxxx-xxxx-xxxx-xxxx, Phone: xx xxxx xxxx

4. Author Full Name 
Affiliation: 1. University, Faculty or Institute, City, Country. 2. Company, Division or Sector or Laboratory, City, Country
e-mail: address@mail.com, ORCID: https://orcid.org/xxxx-xxxx-xxxx-xxxx, Phone: xx xxxx xxxx

5. Author Full Name 
Affiliation: 1. University, Faculty or Institute, City, Country. 2. Company, Division or Sector or Laboratory, City, Country
e-mail: address@mail.com, ORCID: https://orcid.org/xxxx-xxxx-xxxx-xxxx, Phone: xx xxxx xxxx

OTHER INFORMATION 

b. One paragraph remarking on the novelty and relevance of the work. 

c. ☐ The corresponding author, on behalf of the coauthors, declares that they are responsible for the integrity of the results submitted for publication, that the manuscript is original, the content has not been published previously, and it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere.

d. ☐ The corresponding author, on behalf of the coauthors, declares that the people and institutions in this work consent to receive the thanks for the contributions acknowledged.

e. ☐ The authors recognize that their work contains no plagiarism, fabrication of research, falsification or manipulation of data.

f. If the Emerging Research Information (EmeRI) preprints platform is activated, the Editor-in-Chief may deposit the manuscripts as preprints after desk review approval.  
   ☐ Do the authors authorize the Editor-in-Chief to deposit your manuscript as preprint in the EmeRI platform?

g. The authors must inform if there is any conflict of interest (  item 7: Conflict of interest). If there is no conflict of interest, adopt “The authors declare that there is no conflict of interest involving this manuscript.”

h. Inform if Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools have been used to prepare any part of the manuscript, revise the grammar, or improve the English quality. If any AI tool is used to write one or more paragraphs of the manuscript or to make improvements to the English text, other than minor corrections, its use must be declared in the Methodology of the manuscript. Inform if Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools have been used to prepare any part of the manuscript, revise the grammar, or improve the English quality. Note: The corresponding author should inform the journal if AI was used in the correction of the new versions during the peer review process.  Before publishing the manuscript, a letter signed by all authors informing about the use or not of AI during any step of the manuscript preparation/revise process is MANDATORY. If AI tools were not used adopt “AI tools were not used”.

i. Please answer the questions below about stimulating open review practices. The Journal respects the author's and reviewers' responses to the questions below. 

(i1) Do the authors agree to disclose their identity to the reviewers?
☐ Yes
☐ No

(i2) Do the authors agree to publish their responses to reviewers if they agree to publish their review reports while maintaining anonymity?
☐ Yes
☐ No

(i3) Do the authors agree to publish their responses to reviewers if they agree to publish their review reports disclosing their identities?
☐ Yes
☐ No

j. Authors’ contribution (observe the information about “WHO IS AN AUTHOR?” in the authors' guidelines)
Include author contributions according to CRediT taxonomy standardized contribution descriptions. Please visit this link (https://casrai.org/credit/) to determine which role(s) the authors fit into. Do not modify the role names. Do not write “all authors” in any role. Do not combine two or more roles in one line. If there are any roles that no author has engaged in, write “Not applicable” in front of the role name. Write the authors’ complete names. 

Conceptualization: complete with the full names
Data curation: complete
Formal Analysis: complete
Funding acquisition: complete
Investigation: complete
Methodology: complete
Project administration: complete
Resources: complete
Software: complete
Supervision: complete
Validation: complete
Visualization: complete
Writing – original draft: complete
Writing – review & editing: complete

k. Funding
Complete this section with funding information in the original language by entering the DOI and the grant number. If this work has not been funded adopt "Not applicable”. Ex.: Coordenação de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível Superior (CAPES). ; Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Científico e Tecnológico (CNPq). https://doi.org/10.13039/501100003593. Grant No: 307546/2014. If there are no acknowledgements, adopt “Not applicable” 

l. Data availability statement (Choose only one of the letters)
The data availability statement informs the reader where the data associated with your work is available, and under what conditions it can be accessed. They also include links (where applicable) to the dataset. Therefore, authors must inform if:
a. The data are available in a data repository (cite repository and the DOI of the deposited data).
b. The data will be available upon request.
c. All data sets were generated or analyzed in the current study.
d. Data sharing is not applicable (in cases where no datasets have been generated or analyzed during the current study). It should be declared.
We would like to emphasize that embargoes of any kind are not accepted.

m. Has this study used human beings and/or animals?
☐ Yes (Please upload the approval of the study by the ethical committee to the Journal system.)
☐ No

n. List of reviewers suggested
We ask the authors to suggest five (5) suitable reviewers, providing full name, affiliation, email and country. Please, do not indicate reviewers from the same Campus, Institute/Faculty or Department as the authors. If possible, suggest foreign reviewers.
Reviewer 1: Full Name, e-mail and affiliation.
Reviewer 2: Full Name, e-mail and affiliation.
Reviewer 3: Full Name, e-mail and affiliation.
Reviewer 4: Full Name, e-mail and affiliation.
Reviewer 5: Full Name, e-mail and affiliation.

o. Acknowledgements
The purpose of the ‘Acknowledgements’ section is to thank all the people who helped in the research, but who do not qualify for authorship. Thank all those who have provided intellectual assistance and technical help (including writing and editing) or who have provided equipment or special materials.
According to the rules, institutions that have provided financial support for the work should be included in the ‘Financing’ section. If there are no acknowledgements, adopt “Not applicable”.
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